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December 8,19<fl 2840 

[Reports to the Surgeon-General United States Marine-Hospital Service.] 

SmaMpox in Gilmer County, Ga. 

Mobile, Ala., November 26, 1901. 

Sir : In conformity to telegraphic orders to " proceed to Ellijay, Ga., 
and consult with the authorities there regarding smallpox cases," I 
have the honor to state that I left Mobile on the night of the 21st, but 
owiDg to there being only one train a day from Atlanta to Ellijay I did 
not reach that place until the 23d. I was met at the depot by Dr. Tank- 
ersley. the physician in charge of the cases ; we proceeded at once to 
the office of the Mayor where we discussed the situation. 

The smallpox in Ellijay was probably brought from Jasper by a negro 
who went from one place to the other while suffering from an eruptive 
disease. I saw on the main street of the town a case of confluent small- 
pox in a white man. He was extremely ill and his chances of recovery 
are not good. The case is in the pustular stage, and, to express his exact 
condition, he is one sore from poll to sole, eyes, mouth, nose, and skin. 

There was only 1 other case in the town proper ; this is in a child, 
and in the papular stage, and is very mild. On the outskirts of the 
town I saw a family of 8 persons, all of whom had had the disease and 
were convalescing. In another family we visited, the mother had rather 
a severe case of discrete smallpox. All the severe cases seen were in 
adults, the children as usual escaping with mild attacks. 

Ellijay is the county seat of Gilmer County, Ga. It is divided into 
east and west Ellijay by the river of same name. There are about 900 
inhabitants. The schools had suspended owing to the presence of 
smallpox. 

I was requested by the mayor and health authorities to lecture on 
smallpox at the Academy on Saturday evening. This I did, laying espe- 
cial stress on the diagnosis of the disease and its prevention by vaccina- 
tion. That the talk did good was evidenced by the fact that many of 
the people who had been bitterly opposed to vaccination were among 
the first to appear at the office of Dr. Tankersley on Sunday morning 
for vaccination and the stream continued to pour in until all the vaccine 
(which had been telegraphed for after my arrival) was used up and a 
new supply ordered. I particularly pointed out the necessity for placing 
guards around the infected premises and the establishment of a small- 
pox hospital, the observation and detention of all persons who had been 
exposed. 

Everyone was much pleased at the prompt action of the Service. 
Eespectfully, W. P. McIntosh, 

Surgeon, U. 8. M. E. 8. 

Smallpox in Buffalo, JV. T. 

Buffalo, N. Y., November 23, 1901. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that during the past two weeks, 
ended to-day, there have occurred in this city about 25 cases of variola, 
with 2 deaths. The commencement of the disease can be traced to a 
case reported as chicken pox, which resulted in death. Four cases 
occurred at once among those immediately in contact with this case, 
and from these the disease has spread rapidly among children exposed 
at the public schools. The second fatal case was also in a child, and 
was not correctly diagnosed until the disease was far advanced and 



